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Features of Traditional Architecture in Al-Qalamoun, El-Dakhla Oasis in the
Western Desert: Archaeological and Architectural Study

Abstract:

The studies of the traditional architecture of Al-Dakhla Oasis have focused on the
towns of Al-Qasr and Balat and overlooked other towns in this oasis which maintain a
remarkable traditional architecture heritage from the Islamic Era such as the towns of
Mout, Tinida, Al-Hindaw, Al-Qalamoun and others. Al-Qalamoun has been chosen for
study because it is one of the oldest towns in Al-Dakhla besides it has become the
headquarters of government of the oases since the early 9" A.H./15™ A.D century
succeeding Al-Qasr which had played this role since the Islamic conquest until the late
Mamluk Era.

Therefore, Al-Qalamoun had witnessed an unprecedented urban and architectural
boom in the Mamluk Era, the judicial court has been moved to it and deputy Mamluk
known as (Al-Kashif) has been appointed in it as well. Al-Qalamoun remained the
headquarters of the oases during the Ottoman Era and large numbers of Turks and
Mamluks had lived in it most of them worked in
administration and soldiery.

Al-Qalamoun had been inhabited by population until the nineties of the last
century. Afterwards, the inhabitants deserted it and moved to modern districts and
neighborhoods which had been built in the flat lands down the hill where the old town had
been constructed. Consequently, the facilities of Al-Qalamoun including its houses, shops
and taverns had worsened. The ceilings and walls of these facilities had collapsed and the
palm, olive and acacia wood planks carrying the ceilings of many of these constructions as
well as the wooden shutters of their doors were removed in order to be reused once more,
the thing which precipitated the collapse of these constructions, blocked the roads leading
to them, and led to the disappearance of their features. Added to this is the random overlap
of modern houses built with materials foreign to the environment with these traditional
houses.

However, Al-Qalamoun still maintains a great deal of its urban structure and
architectural constructions as an important model which provides a comprehensive image
of urbanism and the traditional architecture of desert regions in the Islamic Era. This image
also reveals the good solutions which reflect the conditions of local environment and the
urban reality in addition to the architectural solutions which cope with the material and
spiritual needs of the individual and the needs of the community as regards its customs and
traditions.

The field study of Al-Qalamoun has led to defining the borders of many residential
buildings, shops, mills and other facilities. This research provides a descriptive study of
five models of residential buildings in this town as this study cannot cover all its buildings.
The selected models are representative of the pattern of traditional houses in this town and
in western desert in general in the Islamic Era. It is noted that the general features of such
residential buildings in this town are completely similar to and typical of what is common
in the architecture of desert regions characterized by high temperatures with respect to the
techniques and materials of construction as well as the basic units of the residence
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regardless of its distribution according the conditions of each residence as to its area and
the desires and capabilities of the constructor as will be evident through the analytical
study of such residences. The detailed study of the architecture of Al-Qalamoun with
respect to each monument at a time regrading it surroundings and its relevant architectural
structure is still an urgent need and a chief goal of further research before the demolition or
extinction of the remaining parts of its architecture.
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