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Abstract:

The ancient cities of valley M’zab are characterized by their distinctive Islamic
urban and architectural style in terms of their homogeneous unity and tight planning.,
Every city has been built on top of the mountain for a purely defensive purpose, The
mosque, which is surmounted by a pyramidal minaret, is surrounded by houses with
narrow and twisted alleys, creating circular circles around the mosque, And at the foot of
the city is the market square for business transactions, Each city is surrounded by a
defensive fence interspersed with observation towers designed and planned in this situation
for defensive immunity, safe from the flow of the valley and maintaining few agricultural
land, Religious and intellectual values, The climatic and geographical nature of the valley
M’zab plain area has a significant impact on the composition of the urban fabric of the area
and in its architectural designs.

Architecture in the M’zab Valley has several characteristics, Durability, beauty,
functionality, simplicity and economy in means, There are no cities built, but there are
systems and customs that follow and apply, Based on the gradual division of areas by their
types and on the social structure saturated with ibadite thought, which is based mainly on
the principles and values of the Islamic religion.

Keywords: Islamic city; Urbanization; Architecture; M’zab.
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1- Pierre Donnadieu et autres; Habiter le Désert, Les Maisons Mozabites, Recherches sur

un type d’architecture traditionnelle: Architecture + Recherches/ Edition Pierre Mardaga,
Bruxelles, 1977, p:24.
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1- Pierre Donnadieu et autres; op.cit., p:26.
2- Marcel Mercier; La civilisation Urbaine au M'zab, Ghardaia la Mystérieuse, Edition P et G.
SOU BIRON, Alger, 1932, p :38.
3- Pierre Roffo, Contribution a I’Etude de la préhistoire du sahara Septentrional, Ancienne
Imprimerie, Alger, 1934, p : 04.
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