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Social skills of children with autism spectrum disorder who are about to enter school

(A comparative study)
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Abstract

This study aims to determine the level of social skills among children
with mild and moderate Autism. It was conducted on a sample of 30
children (15 children with mild autism and 15 children with
moderate autism), in a special center for caring for autistic children
in Beni Merad, Blida, and their ages range between (5-8 years). To
verify the hypotheses, Scott Bellini's social skills scale was applied,
which was translated by Saleh Sawalhi and Benflis Khadija. The
results showed a below average level of social skills for children with
mild autism and for children with moderate autism. Despite this, a
difference between the two groups is noted, the social skills in the
group with average autism are poorer than those of the group with
mild autism. The study concluded by highlighting the importance of
early care for autistic children, along with the necessity of
intensifying training programs aimed at improving social skills, to
prepare them for school integration, which should be a process
based on the decision of a multidisciplinary team, relying on a
planned curriculum that includes all dimensions of the child and his
qualifications.

Keywords: social skills, autism, school integration.
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